Flooring 101
When selecting a type of flooring, collsumers have many choices of natural and synthetic materials. Natural nmaterials include stone, marble, wood, cork, bamiboo. and linoleIm (vinyl flooring is often referred to as linoleum, but true linoleum is made from natural materials including linseed oil and cork). Environmental groups generally advocate the use of natural materials in building. However, such materials tend to be more expensive than synthetic options, and they can be difficult to maintain. For is for the environment. PVC ranked at the top and biobased polymers, which are biodegradable plastics made from renewable sources, were at the bottom. Polyethylene was ranked as the next best thing to biobased plastics.
According to the report, polyethylene is versatile, inexpensive, and can be used to replace almost all PVC applications. Compared to PVC, polyethylene uses fewer problematic additives and has a reduced leaching potential in landfills, a reduced risk of dioxin formation when burning, and a higher potential for recycling.
Another environmental advantage of Stratica is that it does not contribute to the problem of indoor air pollution because it emits no volatile organic compounds (VOCs) Greenpeace's goal, she says, is for manufacturers to generate products that are "made from renewable resources that are repairable and recyclable, where we don't end up with huge amounts of waste that have to be incinerated or landfilled."
All manufacturing and cutting waste of Stratica is reused by Amtico, and the company says the flooring can be recycled after use. Voss says the flooring is guaranteed for 10 years; however, since the product is new, the company has not yet focused on the logistics of how the flooring will be recycled.
Amtico has received recognition for its environmental performance. It is one of the few companies to be certified under ISO 14001, a set of international standards for an environmental management system. ISO 14001 was developed by the International Organization for Standardization, a nongovernmental organization that promotes the development of global standardization to facilitate the international exchange of goods and services. Stratica is one of the first flooring products to be manufactured within ISO Standard 14001 certification. The development of such products suggests that manufacturers are moving closer to creating a more environmentally friendly marketplace.
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